
 
I have a long-standing and strong commitment to the development of the profession of
social work, and of social work research, education,  and training.  I was awarded my PhD
in 2003, and in 2008 I was appointed Professor of Social Work.  For 18 years I have been
responsible for the planning and preparation of our research, training and programme bids,
and then the management of them if successful. I am chair of my professional association’s
publications Board. I have published 30 books/book chapters, 19 refereed articles, and
undertaken 17 funded research projects.  
 
Research output  
Gaining an Empathetic Insight into Parenting: Evaluating Infant Simulator Dolls for Professional Learning
Whiting, L., Petty, J., Roberts, S., Littlechild, B. & Mills, K., 1 Feb 2024, In: Health and Social Work. 49, 1, p. 45-54 10 p.,
hlad037.

  
“Fighting the invisible system”: A grounded theory study of the experiences of child protection social workers in England
Brazil, C., Nolte, L., Rishworth, B. & Littlechild, B., 30 Nov 2023, In: Child & Family Social Work. p. 1-12 12 p.

  
ASSIST Trauma Care: Guiding Young Minds: Feasibility and pilot study report
Adler, J. R., McSweeney, T., Cresswell, C., Wellsted, D., Hall, N., Busby, A. & Littlechild, B., 28 Jul 2023, (Accepted/In
press) London: Youth Endowment Fund. 123 p.

  
Evaluation Report Brandon Centre for Counselling and Psychotherapy for Young People: Systemic Integrative Treatment:
Feasibility and pilot study report
Adler, J. R., Littlechild, B., Cresswell, C., Wellsted, D., Hall, N., Busby, A. & McSweeney, T., 28 Jul 2023, Youth
Endowment Fund. 110 p.

  
Evaluation Report Family Support – The Transition and Resilience Project: Feasibility and pilot study report
Adler, J. R., McSweeney, T., Cresswell, C., Wellsted, D., Hall, N., Busby, A. & Littlechild, B., 28 Jul 2023, London: Youth
Endowment Fund. 103 p.

  
Evaluation Report RISE Mutual CIC: Child to Parent Violence Programme: Feasibility and pilot study report
Adler, J. R., Littlechild, B., Cresswell, C., Wellsted, D., Hall, N., Busby, A. & McSweeney, T., 28 Jul 2023, London: Youth
Endowment Fund. 119 p.

  
Applying Universal Principles of ‘Best Interest’: Practice Challenges across Transnational Jurisdictions, Cultural Norms,
and Values
Littlechild, B. & Housman, C., 10 Mar 2023, In: Children. 10, 3, p. 1-17 17 p., 537.
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Workplace Stress in Paediatric Intensive Care Units in Saudi Arabia: A Mixed-Method Study
Whiting, L., Alabdullah, A., Littlechild, B. & Lui, B., 1 Nov 2022, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Journal of Nursing Education and
Practice. 13, 2, 14 p.

  
Editorial: Causes, effects and treatment of violence and aggression in mental health and social care settings
Littlechild, B., 9 Aug 2022, In: Frontiers in Psychiatry. 13, 2 p.

  
The Development of Professional Decision-Making: A Small-Scale Study Exploring the Impact of Practice Experience on
Decision-Making during Home Visits
Newman, C. & Littlechild, B., 11 Mar 2022, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Practice. 34, 5, p. 370-385 16 p.

  
Whole Life: a feasibility study of a recovery-focussed intervention in patients with stabilised schizophrenia [version 2; peer
review: 2 approved, 1 approved with reservations]
Gale, T. M., Woodward, J., Meredith-Windle, G., Balakumar, T., Littlechild, B. & Hawley, C. J., 14 Feb 2022, In: NIHR
Open Research. 1, 9, p. 13220

  
Undertaking pre-pilot work to gain an empathetic insight into participants' perspectives
S Whiting, L., Petty, J., Littlechild, B. & Rogers, S., 9 Dec 2021, In: Nurse Researcher. 29, 4, p. 19-26 8 p.

  
Review Paper: ‘Discourses on the Place of Mothers Rights where They Are Subject to Domestic Violence within Child
Protection Work in England’
Littlechild, B., Vornane, R. (ed.) & Rosen, M. A. (ed.), 26 Sept 2021, (E-pub ahead of print) In: Sustainability. 13, 19, 13 p.
, e10691.

  
Working with Conflict in Social Work Practice
Littlechild, B., Mills, K. & Parkes, R., 12 Sept 2020, London: McGraw-Hill.

  
Living with young onset dementia: Reflections on recent developments, current discourse, and implications for policy and
practice
Mayrhofer, A., Shora, S., Tibbs, M-A., Russell, S., Littlechild, B. & Goodman, C., 5 May 2020, In: Ageing & Society. 9 p.

  
Social Care Research Readiness Project: Mapping The Social Care Landscape Across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire &
Hertfordshire: Mapping The Social Care Landscape Across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire & Hertfordshire
Wills, W., Almack, K., Littlechild, B. & Chester, K., 31 Mar 2020, University of Hertfordshire. 35 p.

  
Participatory social work: research, practice, education
Granosic, M. (ed.), Gulczynsca, A. (ed.), Kostrzynska, M. (ed.) & Littlechild, B. (ed.), Jan 2020, Lodz-Krakow: Jagellonian
University. 376 p.

  
Editorial
Mills, K. & Littlechild, B., 2020, In: Socialni Prace. 20, 4, p. 2-4 3 p.

  
Social Work and Social Policy in England (2019)
Littlechild, B., 22 May 2019, The European Dimension in Social Work Education and Practice. Chytil, O. & Keller, J. (eds.).
Prague: Sociologique Nakladadatelstvi (Slon), Prague , p. 55-80 25 p.

  
Whistleblowing for Social Workers: A CareKnowledge Special Report to highlight current issues, professional concerns,
legal requirements, sources of support and good practice in the field of whistleblowing.
Littlechild, B., 21 Oct 2018, N/A ed. CareKnowledge. 19 p.

  
The quality of life of hospitalized and outpatient oncological patients
Dobríková, P., Stachurová, D., Slaná, M. & Littlechild, B., 1 Mar 2018, In: KONTAKT – Journal of Nursing and Social
Sciences related to Health and Illness. 20, 1, p. e57-e62 KONT-152.



  
The effects of violence and aggression from parents on child protection workers' personal, family and professional lives
Littlechild, B., 25 Jan 2016, In: SAGE Open. 6, 1, p. 1-12 121 p.

  
‘If I feel like this, how does the child feel?’ Child protection workers, supervision, management and organisational
responses to parental violence
Hunt, S., Goddard, C., Cooper, J., Littlechild, B. & Wild, J., 2 Jan 2016, In: Journal of Social Work Practice. 30, 1, p. 5-24 
20 p.

  
Working with Resistant Parents in Child Protection: Recognising and Responding to the Risks
Littlechild, B., 1 Jan 2016, Human Rights and Social Equality: Challenges for Social Work: Social Work-Social
Development Volume I. Stockholm: Taylor & Francis Group, Vol. 1. p. 90-95 6 p.

  
Violence and aggression against staff in mental health work: Consequences and effective management
Littlechild, B., 21 Dec 2015, Proceedings of 9th European Congress on Violence in Clinical Psychiatry. Callaghan, P. (ed.).
The Netherlands: Kavanah, Dwingeloo, p. 96-99 4 p.

  
Violence and aggression: short-term management in mental health, health and community settings
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence Guideline Guideline Development Group , 28 May 2015, London:
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NIHCE) Guideline . 253 p.

  
The changing status and growth of social work education worldwide: Process, findings and implications of the International
Association of Schools of Social Work 2010 census
Littlechild, B., Barretta-Herman, A., Leung, P., Parada, H. & WAIRIRE, GIDRAPH., 6 Oct 2014, (E-pub ahead of print) In:
International social work (ISW). 59 , 4, p. 459– 478 20 p., 59(4).

  
Working with resistant parents in child protection: Recognising and responding to the risks
Littlechild, B., 28 Feb 2014, Human Rights and Social Equality: Challenges for Social Work : Social Work-Social
Development Volume I. Hessle, S. (ed.). Routledge, Vol. 1. p. 90-95 6 p.

  
Recovery approaches in mental health: A qualitative evaluation of the Whole Life Therapy programme for persons with
schizophrenia
Littlechild, B., Smith, A., Meredith-Windle, G., Gale, T., Lloyd, M. & Hawley, C., Mar 2013, In: Health. 5, 3A, p. 582-587 6
p.

  
A Handbook for Interprofessional Practice in the Human Services: Learning to Work Together
Littlechild, B. (ed.) & Smith, R. (ed.), Sept 2012, Pearson Education. 352 p.

  
Lessons for international comparative research: The case of the IASSW census
Littlechild, B., 9 Jul 2012, IAASW World Congress. Stockholm, p. 174 1 p.

  
Working with resistant parents in child protection: Recognising and responding to the risks
Littlechild, B., 9 Jul 2012, Joint World Conf on Social Work and Social Development. 29 p.

  
Social Measures, education and rehabilitation of young offenders.
Littlechild, B., 11 Feb 2012, University of Hertfordshire. 11 p.

  
Social Work: A Reader
Littlechild, B., Jan 2012, In: British Journal of Social Work. 42, 1, p. 185-186 2 p.

  
Values and cultural issues in social work
Littlechild, B., Jan 2012, In: ERIS Web Journal. 5, 1, p. 62-76 15 p., 6.



  
Ethical Dilemmas in Social Work: International Perspective
Littlechild, B., Dec 2011, In: British Journal of Social Work. 41, 8, p. 1609-1611 3 p.

  
Social Exclusion, Education, and youth offending
Littlechild, B., 9 Feb 2011, Strasbourg: Council of Europe. 12 p.

  
Zero tolerance of violence
Littlechild, B., 6 May 2010, In: Community Care. 1817, 1 p.

  
Social Work in England and Wales: areas of work and current developments
Littlechild, B. & Lyons, K., Mar 2010, Social Work Across Europe. Erath, P. & Littlechild, B. (eds.). Czech Republic:
University of Ostrava, p. 123- 138 16 p.

  
Conflict resolution, restorative justice approaches and bullying in young people's residential units
Littlechild, B., 2010, In: Children and Society. 25, 1, p. 47-58

  
Risk assessment in mental health: staff attitudes and an estimate of time cost
Hawley, C., Gale, T. M., Sivakumaran, T. & Littlechild, B., 2010, In: Journal of Mental Health. 19, 1, p. 88-98

  
Risk assessments for mental health service users: ethical, valid and reliable?
Littlechild, B., 2010, In: Journal of Social Work. 10, 2, p. 211-229

  
The introduction of restorative justice approaches in young people’s residential units: A critical evaluation
Littlechild, B. & Sender, H., 2010, NSPCC. 99 p.

  
International aspects of social work with children, young people and families
Littlechild, B. & Simpson, G., 2009, Introducing International Social Work. Lawrence, S., Lyons, K., Simpson, G. &
Huegler, N. (eds.). Exeter: Learning Matters, p. 42-56 15 p.

  
Respite care and short break services for children and young people with disabilities in Luton Borough: an independent
review
Nash, A., Littlechild, B., Fearns, D. & Smith, R., 2009, University of Hertfordshire. 60 p.

  
Restorative justice, mediation and relational conflict resolution in work with young people in residential care
Littlechild, B., 2009, In: Practice. 21, 4, p. 229-240

  
Child Protection Social Work: Risks of Fears and Fears of Risks – Impossible Tasks from Impossible Goals?
Littlechild, B., 2008, In: Social Policy and Administration. 42, 6, p. 662-675

  
Social work with young offenders
Littlechild, B. & Smith, R., 2008, Social Work: an Introduction to Contemporary Practice . Wilson, K., Ruch, G., Lymbery,
M. & Cooper, A. (eds.). 2nd ed. Pearson Education, Vol. chapter 18. 

  
Violence comes in many forms [1]
Littlechild, B., 2 Aug 2007, In: Community Care. 1684, 1 p.

  
Editorial
Littlechild, B., 1 Jun 2007, In: British Journal of Social Work. 37, 4, p. 593-596 4 p.

  
British Journal of Social Work: Editorial
Littlechild, B., 1 Jan 2006, In: British Journal of Social Work. 36, 1, p. 1-4 4 p.



  
Black and minority ethnic groups and youth offending
Sender, H., Littlechild, B. & Smith, N., 2006, In: Youth and Policy. 93, p. 61-76

  
Structure and content of risk assessment proformas in mental healthcare
Hawley, C., Littlechild, B., Sivakumaran, T., Sender, H., Gale, T. M. & Wilson, K. J., 2006, In: Journal of Mental Health. 15
, 4, p. 437-448

  
The nature and effects of violence against child-protection social workers: Providing effective support
Littlechild, B., Apr 2005, In: British Journal of Social Work. 35, 3, p. 387-401 15 p.

  
The Stresses Arising from Violence, Threats and Aggression Against Child Protection Social Workers
Littlechild, B., 2005, In: Journal of Social Work. 5, 1, p. 61-82

  
Working with aggressive and violent parents in Child Protection social work
Littlechild, B., 2003, In: Practice. 15, 1, p. 47-59

  
The effects of client violence on child protection networks
Littlechild, B., 2002, In: Trauma, Violence and Abuse. 3, 2, p. 144-158 15 p.

  
'I needed to be told that I hadn't failed': Experiences of violence against probation staff and of agency support
Littlechild, B., Apr 1997, In: British Journal of Social Work. 27, 2, p. 219-240 22 p.

  
Reassessing the role of the appropriate adult
Littlechild, B., Jul 1995, In: Criminal Law Review. p. 540-545 6 p.

  
Violence against social workers
Littlechild, B., Mar 1995, In: Journal of Interpersonal Violence. 10, 1, p. 123-130 8 p.

 
 
Projects  
BUIPRI: Building Bridges between Europe and China to Strengthen the Social Work Profession
Warrener, J., Yeung, E. Y. W., Littlechild, B. & Shardlow, S.
14/06/18 → 14/10/20

  
Building a comparative perspective on media representation of social work: the first step
Littlechild, B., Dwyer, A. & Ramon, S.
International Association of Schools of Social Work
1/05/15 → 1/10/15

  
Children with disabilities and their families
Littlechild, B. & Fearns, D.
Luton Borough Council
15/09/08 → 15/02/09

  
Childrens Participation
Littlechild, B. & Sender, H.
Hertfordshire County Council
1/11/04 → 1/04/05

  
BUIBRI: Co-applicant/Steering Group member, ERASMUS +, Building Bridges between Europe and China to Strengthen
the Social Work Profession, 2018- 2012 
Littlechild, B.



  
Erasmus +: Co-applicant/Steering Group member, successful bid to EU’s ERASMUS +, Building Bridges between Europe
and China to Strengthen the Social Work Profession, 2018- 2012, 130.000 € (University of Hertfordshire sum). Lead
applicant, successful bid to EU’s ERASMUS +, Comparative social work between Nigeria and UK, 2018- 2011, 33.000 €
Littlechild, B.

  
Community survey
Green, R. & Littlechild, B.
Riversmead Housing Association
1/05/09 → 30/10/09

  
Empowering LGT young people against violence: a P2P model
Ramon, S. & Littlechild, B.
European Commission (EC) - Horizon 2020
1/09/13 → 30/08/15

  
Empowering women in context of Mental Health
Ramon, S. & Littlechild, B.
European Commission (EC) - Horizon 2020
1/03/11 → 28/02/13

  
SCRiPT: Enhancing research capacity in adult social care in the East of England: testing the feasibility of Research in
Practice Teams (The SCRiPT study)
Almack, K., Lynch, J., Littlechild, B., Yeung, E. Y. W. & Warrener, J.
NIHR - National Institute for Health Research - Clinical Research Network (CRN) East of England
1/06/21 → 31/05/24

  
SCRiPT - Shaping our Lives: Enhancing service user involvement
Almack, K., Lynch, J., Littlechild, B., Yeung, E. Y. W. & Warrener, J.
1/04/21 → 31/03/24

  
European Masters Programme in Recovery and Social Inclusion
Littlechild, B. & Ramon, S.
European Commission (EC) - Horizon 2020
1/03/12 → 28/02/15

  
DAP: Evaluating the use of electronic simulation dolls to assess parenting capacity [DAP]
Whiting, L., Littlechild, B. & Petty, J.
1/01/20 → 31/07/24

  
Evaluation of Connexions service
Littlechild, B.
Connexions (UK) Plc
1/04/02 → 31/03/03

  
Exploring the value of mental health service users in mental health research: a participatory research approach,
Littlechild, B. & Munt, C.
1/11/22 → 31/07/23

  
Hertfordshire Young People's Research Advisory Group (YPAG)
Brady, L., Almack, K., Jones, J. & Littlechild, B.
6/09/21 → …

  
Is there a pathway to recovery through care coordination? Emancipatory action research with mental health service users,
carers
Ramon, S. & Littlechild, B.



NIHR - National Institute for Health and Research
1/03/11 → 28/02/14

  
Learning Difficulties and Physical Disabilities
Littlechild, B.
Hertfordshire County Council
1/12/07 → 31/03/08

  
Provision of Youth Services/facilities in London
Littlechild, B.
Greater London Assembly
7/11/06 → 27/11/06

  
Recovery Focus in Mental Health Services - England
Littlechild, B. & Ramon, S.
NIHR - National Institute for Health and Research
1/01/09 → 31/12/13

  
Recovery Research
Littlechild, B. & Smith, A.
Hertfordshire County Council
1/03/08 → 31/03/08

  
Research on equality and diversity in the work of the Sentencing Council
Chen, Q., Kuppuswamy, C., Tas Cifci, F., Littlechild, B., Cogoni, D., Geach, N., Bright, A. & Vuk, M.
1/09/21 → 31/01/22

  
Restorative Justice
Littlechild, B. & Sender, H.
The National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC)
1/04/05 → 30/09/05

  
Supporting and Educating Mothers with Eating Disorders
Buckroyd, J., Buckenham, M. & Littlechild, B.
HertNet
16/01/03 → 30/09/05

  
Supporting employers - adult social work (CPD and the white paper)
Littlechild, B.
Hertfordshire County Council
1/02/13 → 31/03/14

  
RP: Working with resistant parents: lessons from research (2018), Community Care Inform Children,
https://www.ccinform.co.uk/research/professional-dangerousness-8/
Littlechild, B.

  
Young People and Social Exclusion
Green, R. & Littlechild, B.
Crohn's & Colitis UK
1/11/08 → 31/10/09

  
YEF-FI: Youth Endowment Foundation Family Interventions
Adler, J. R., McSweeney, T., Wellsted, D., Littlechild, B., Munro Wild, H., Wyatt, S., Sabbagh, M., Twumasi, B., Mengoni,
S., Irvine, K. & Hall, N.
3/12/19 → 31/01/23



  
Youth Justice Ethnicity Research
Littlechild, B. & Sender, H.
Hertfordshire County Council
1/04/05 → 31/03/06

  
‘Prospective Hazard Analysis and Human Factors approaches in the NHS’
Littlechild, B.
10/08/15 → 13/09/16

 
 
Activities  
Social Work and Social Policy in England
Brian Littlechild (Speaker)
15 Oct 2018

  
UK Joint University Council Social Work Research Committee, Research Strategy 2018 – 2028
Brian Littlechild (Speaker)
22 Sept 2018

  
Children and Families across Borders (External organisation)
Brian Littlechild (Chair)
21 Jan 2018 → 20 Jan 2023

  
SAGE Publications (Publisher)
Brian Littlechild (Peer reviewer)
2011 → 2012

  
Palgrave Macmillan (Publisher)
Brian Littlechild (Editorial board member)
2010 → 2013

  
International social work (ISW) (Journal)
Brian Littlechild (Editorial board member)
2006 → 2014

  
Pearson Education (Publisher)
Brian Littlechild (Peer reviewer)
2006 → 2011

  
British Journal of Social Work (Journal)
Brian Littlechild (Editorial board member)
2004 → 2015

 


